Accessing Databases and E-journals from Off Campus

1. Go the University's ITS downloads website:   http://securenet.niu.edu/downloads.shtml
(You may be asked to login w/ your Z id  ((Novell ID if you’re faculty / staff)) and password to get to the downloads page.)   

2.  Once on the downloads page, you will see two columns.  Locate your operating system (Windows 2000, Windows XP, Windows Vista, Mac, etc.) in the LEFT hand column labeled "ON CAMPUS / LIBRARY DATABASE ACCESS".  Click the link for your system and it will launch and download/install wizard.  When asked whether you want to run or save the file, select “Run”.  


3.  The download / install Wizard will guide you through the steps.  You will just have to click "Next" a few times, accept the agreement, etc.  Check-mark the box to have a shortcut added to your Desktop.  The last step should entail clicking "Finished" or "Done".  You will then be prompted to shut down and restart your computer.

4.  When it's done, the wizard should have placed a VPN icon on your desk top.  If it did, click on it.  If you don't see a desktop icon, find the client in your list of programs (click "Start" in the lower left hand corner of your screen and then click "All Programs".  You're looking for something that says Cisco VPN or NIU VPN).  When you find it in the list, double click to open it.  Select the VPN Client from the 3 options.

5.  After doing so, depending on your system, you will be given three choices or two choices.  If you get three choices, (On Campus connection, Off Campus connection, or Connect to the Library), select connect to the library.  If you only get two choices (On Campus connection or Off Campus connection), click ON CAMPUS CONNECTION.  *I know you're off campus so it seems counterintuitive, but the whole point of using VPN is to establish an ON CAMPUS connection from wherever you are.*  You will be prompted to login w/ your Z id (Novell ID if you’re faculty/staff) and password.   

6.  Wait for the message that the connection has been established.  When the connection is complete, that whole box will just disappear from your screen (which is what’s supposed to happen).  

7.  NOW you can open Internet Explorer from your Desktop and proceed to the library's website:  http://www.ulib.niu.edu.  From there you can click "Find Information", "Find Articles and more...", then click on a subject area or the A-Z databases link.   
8.  When you are finished using the library resource, you should disconnect from the VPN.  Either double click the icon on your desktop, or go back into the programs list to bring the box back up where you can disconnect. 

If you encounter problems or have further questions, please contact Leanne VandeCreek:

815-753-4025 or lvandecreek@niu.edu 
 
 
 
 

